
   

 

 

A Crossroad between Bloom’s and Fink’s Taxonomies: Guiding Verbs for Developing Learning Outcomes| Licensed under CC-BY-NC-SA | Centre for Teaching & Learning, University of British Columbia Okanagan (2024). 

Adapted with permission from Syracuse University, Department of Institutional Effectiveness. (2021). Learning Outcome & Objectives Framework – A Crossroad between Bloom’s and Fink’s Taxonomies.  

Retrieved from https://effectiveness.syr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Outcome-Framework.pdf 

A Crossroad between Bloom’s and Fink’s Taxonomies: Guiding Verbs for Developing Learning Outcomes 

 

 

This resource combines Bloom’s Taxonomy of Cognitive Learning and Fink’s Taxonomy of Significant Learning in support of purposeful design of learning experiences and assessment of learners’ attitudes, skills, and knowledge. 

Bloom’s and Fink’s are two taxonomies that can be used to articulate what learning looks like in specific contexts. The intersection of Bloom’s and Fink’s reflects how learning can be conceptualized in different ways (and categorized as 

different levels or domains) yet share ways in which learning is demonstrated. Action verbs are key in developing specific, measurable learning goals/outcomes/objectives. The table provides a “Crossroad” view of the two frameworks 
and corresponding verbs that can be used to describe what learners are intended to know, be able to do, and think about in certain ways. The verbs lists are not inclusive of all possibilities. Also, the association of a verb 

with certain domains does not limit its use to describe other domains; the choice in verb will depend on the content and context it describes.    

 

Bloom’s Revised Levels of Learning:  

Focuses on cognitive development of intellectual abilities and skills as a hierarchy classified in declarative   

and intellectual skills, sometimes referred to as lower and higher orders of thinking.  

 
Intellectual Skills – Concepts, principles, procedures, and/or problem solving: 

Application of concepts, principles, and rules applied in instances beyond instruction. 

• Create - Organize or re-organize elements together to make a new pattern or structure. 

• Evaluate - Make judgements based on criteria and standards. 

• Analyze - Break material into its subcomponents and determine how the parts relate to one another 

and overall structure and purpose. 

• Apply - Use a process or idea in a given situation. 

 

Declarative Knowledge – Facts and information: 

Recall, recognize, state, paraphrase or summarize the facts and information collected. 

• Understand - Make meaning of the information. 

• Remember - Recall knowledge from the long-term memory 

Fink’s Domains of Learning:  

Fink describes learning as the change in the learner. The Fink’s taxonomy is a holistic taxonomy that describes 

various ways in which learning can make lasting change in multiple dimensions of life. 

 

• Foundational Knowledge - Remember and identify specific information and ideas. Human 
Dimension - Learn about self and others to function and interact effectively. Caring - Develop new 
feelings, interests, and values to be driven to learn.  

• Application - Apply the ideas to engage in physical, intellectual, or social action. 

• Integration - Identify connections between different ideas, experiences, and realms of life (work, 

school, leisure). 

• Learning How to Learn - Learn about the process of learning to become a self-directed learner.

 

https://effectiveness.syr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Outcome-Framework.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Blooms-taxonomy
https://www.ideaedu.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/IDEA%20Papers/IDEA%20Papers/Idea_Paper_42.pdf
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